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Assistant Director Operations 27 Septembder 1948
Chief, ¥BIB

VI3 reportage of Tass releass on Soviet mote of 25 September 1948,

1. Oa Sumnday, 26 September 19h8, at about 4 P, N,, Mr. Frederiex
Oschgner of Nr. Lovetti's office, telephonsd the PBIB wire room to
*register his very stromg, emphatic protest® over the delay with
vhich his office was notified Saturday might of the Noscew story
on the Soviet mote to m powers. "Every dootdlack in towm,*
he sald, "had 1t defore phoned® him at about 3 A. K. o 25X1
receipt of the FBIR eall. demanded an "official and thorough in-
vestigation® of the reasons for the bdeating FBIB toock from the press
assoclations. ®We depend en CIA coverage,” he said, and *gimply ean-
not do our work® if this sort of thing is permitted to happem.

2. After being informed of Mr. Oschsner's call, I came in and
investigated the situation. After satisfying myself that all resson-
able efforts were deing made to cover the negetiationms, I called Ny,
Oschsner and explained the sircumstances. Although clearly dis-
appeinted, Nr. Oschsner appeared to understand and indicated that
he would mot make any further preotest.

3. Astually, FBIB perforsance in coveriag this releass was
exemplary, although the press associations may have "gocooped® FBIB
¥y a fow mimmtes, presumsbly by virtus of haviag received an NBugligh-
language handout from the “Soviet Nomiter® creditid to the Noseow
radio. Detaliled sequence was as follows:

a. VBIB was repeatedly alerted dy Mr. Oschensr and other
State De meat officers (NcPhorson, Lehrdas, Thayer, Kemnan, Miller)
after 9:55 A. K. Saturday morming. F3IB field dureans were alerted,
and were in constant toush with the wire room.

% JBC at Caversham picked up the first bdrosdcast text of
the Tass release frem Noscow in Spanish at 8330 P. N. EST Saturday.
Soviet Home Service carried it for the firet time at 4 A. X, ES?
Sunday. Tass droadeast it in Eaglish Morse at 5:30 A. N. BES? Sunday.

¢. Press associations carried a drief flash at adout
11330 P. N. EST Saturdiay, and some time later received full text ia
time for late editiens Sunday moraing. IFBIB wire roos reseived the
text, as trunslated from the Spanish droadcast, by Vestern Uniom at
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2115 A. K, Sunday, and imnedistely informed State Departmeat.

k, If the release had deen drosdcast prompily in NEnglish Norse
or by other msans monitorable ia Shis ecuniry, 1% might have deen
possible for FBID to "heat' the press agencies. Sush seoeps are
not the primary ehjective of FBIB, however; and i%s servies ia thig
instanee is regardsd as oreditadly rapid. The *Volee of Ameries’
nevws desk has expreseed satisfastion snd appreeistion.

L. K. VEITR

D Eedyilve
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